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 The topic of this book is one of the most important problems the world is facing - the
problem of global income distribution which has remained more or less static since
1948. The contributors review world development over the forty-odd years since the
end of World War II, and attempt to draw lessons for the future from the experiences
of these years. After an Introduction, which provides empirical material on aspects of
global development as well as issues related to domestic development processes in
Third World countries, the chapters fall into three sections. The first section studies
the problem at the global level. Then the experience of the newly industrialized
countries (which are regarded as having been fairly successful) is analysed. The final
section looks at the case of some of the least developed countries, sometimes called
the 'Fourth World', for whom the post-War experience has been considerably less
positive. The contributions to this book represent the views of experts from a wide
range of countries, and will promote a better understanding of the long-term nature of
development problems. This should lead to a more effective policy of development
cooperation among the nations of the world. 
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